A .
AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES AVIM Commentary ° NO. 2023 / 28 °

DISCUSSIONS ON KARABAKH AT THE UNSC AND ITS REPERCUSSIONS IN
SOME CIRCLES

Mehmet Oguzhan TULUN

Analyst

This is the English translation of a Turkish language article that was originally published
by AVIM on 6 September 2023. The translation was made by AVIM Scholar in Residence
irem Akin.

The dispute between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the administration of the Lachin
Corridor continues. As it will be recalled, Article 6 of the agreement signed between the
two countries after the 2020 Karabakh War states the following:

"[...] The Lachin Corridor (5 km wide), which will provide a connection between
Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia while not affecting Shusha, shall remain under the
control of the Russian Federation peacemaking forces [...] The Republic of
Azerbaijan guarantees the security of citizens, vehicles, and goods moving along the
Lachin corridor in both directions".

In recent months, Azerbaijan had set up a customs checkpoint on the Armenian border of
the Lachin Corridor due to illegal trade and arms smuggling, which Armenia interpreted as
a violation of the afore-mentioned article. This tension between the two countries has
continued to grow. In this context, Armenia accused Azerbaijan of blocking access to food
and medicine to Khankendi and "causing a human tragedy". Azerbaijan, on the other
hand, declared that Armenia's allegations were groundless. Upon these developments,
the Armenian government brought the issue before the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) with a call for an emergency meeting.

Speaking at the UNSC meeting, Armenian Minister of Foreign Affairs Ararat Mirzoyan
claimed that Azerbaijan was using the situation as a "method of war". Mirzoyan called on
the UNSC to "condemn the use of starvation of civilians as a method of warfare, which is
prohibited by international law".

The representative of the United States, who chaired the meeting, stated that under the
current circumstances, the free passage of food, medicine, etc. should not be prevented
and that all commercial and humanitarian transit should be allowed.[1] The
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representative of the European Union who attended the meeting, contrary to the proposal
to deliver humanitarian aid via the Aghdam-Khankendi road (which was previously
mentioned by EU President Joseph Borell and Azerbaijani officials), argued that this path
could not in any way serve as an alternative to the Lachin Corridor and therefore that the
Lachin Corridor should be opened.[2] The representative of the Red Cross organization,
whose vehicles were found to be carrying smuggled goods during a shipment via the
Lachin Corridor in recent months, drew attention to the necessity of delivering
humanitarian aid to civilians via Lachin or another suitable route.[3] On the other hand,
Russia, which has peacekeepers in the region according to the agreement of 9 November
2020 between Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Russia, informed that they made proposals to
open the Lachin and Aghdam roads in a parallel fashion.

At the meeting, the representative of Azerbaijan stated that the allegations made by
Armenia were political propaganda based on baseless information. In connection with this,
he stated that the lawsuit filed by Armenia a couple of months ago for similar purposes
before the International Criminal Court regarding the removal of the checkpoint
established by Azerbaijan was rejected. Azerbaijan reminded that it acts were within the
framework of the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity.[4] In response to the
allegation of an ongoing famine in Karabakh, Azerbaijan showed photos taken in recent
days in restaurants and cafes there that were uploaded to social media by users, stating
that the actual situation is different from what is being reflected in some reports.[5] As a
result, the UNSC did not adopt any resolution on Armenia's allegations.

This initiative at the UNSC is not Armenia's first attempt. Last December, Armenia also
appealed to the UNSC, claiming that Azerbaijan had violated the trilateral agreement and
that the Lachin Corridor was blocked by Azerbaijan.[6] This was during the period when
Azerbaijani activists organized demonstrations on the Lachin Corridor to protest the
Armenian separatist regime's destruction of Azerbaijani natural resources. However, no
binding resolution was adopted by the UNSC.

Some circles in the Armenian press have interpreted no resolution being adopted at the
UNSC in favor of Armenia as a failure of the Armenian government. It has been stated that
Armenia could not present a well-prepared text at the UN meeting, that Armenia's claims
seemed baseless, and that Armenias attempt was therefore a complete failure.[Z] Others
circles, however, have argued that the future would be in favor of Armenia because, for
the first time, Azerbaijan had to defend itself before the UN.[8] Scrutinizing both of the
interpretations reveals that the Armenian side intends to drag the dispute over Lachin into
an unresolved situation. Thus, it seems that the Armenian side continues to hope for the
creation of an international environment in which the separatist aspirations of the
Armenians in Karabakh can be supported.

Meanwhile, Azerbaijan did heed the call of the Red Cross organization at the UNSC
meeting and mobilized aid convoys through Aghdam. Through the Red Crescent, an
international humanitarian organization, Azerbaijan wanted to send grain aid to the
Armenian settlers in Khankendi via the Aghdam Road,[9] but the convoy was prevented
from passing by the Russian Peacekeeping Force at the request of the Armenian







separatists. This situation indicates that the alleged humanitarian situation is being
deliberately exploited for political purposes.

*Image: "Yashar Aliyev, Permanent Representative of Azerbaijan to the UN, rejected
Yerevan's claims. Referring to photos posted by Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh on
social media as evidence, Aliyev said that the claim that people are starving does not
reflect the truth and that people are eating cakes and cookies in cafes and living in very
good conditions." - Source: Hirriyet
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